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MEETING NOTE - V4QA Forum - October 4, 2024

On October 4, 2024, a meeting of representatives from the Visegrad Group quality assurance agencies
(VAQA Forum) took place at the Bureau of the Polish Accreditation Committee (PKA) in Warsaw.
The Polish Accreditation Committee hosted the event due to its presidency of the V4 Quality Assurance
Forum starting on July 1, 2024.

The meeting was attended by representatives from following agencies:

Hungarian MAB (Magyar FelsGoktatasi Akkreditacios Bizottsdg) — Prof. Valéria Csépe
(President of MAB) and Dr. Péter Levente Lakatos (Director of International Affairs);

Czech NAB (Narodni Akreditaéni Urad Pro Vysoké Skolstvi) — Prof. Jifi Lach (Member of the
Board) and Martina Vidlakova (Head of Quality Assurance and Evaluation);

Slovak SAAVS (Slovenska Akreditaéna Agenttra Pre Vysoké Skolstvo) — Prof. Robert
Redhammer (Chair of the Executive Board) and Dr. Andrea Zacharova (Head of Accreditation
Department);

Polish Accreditation Committee PKA (Polska Komisja Akredytacyjna) — Prof. Janusz Uriasz
(Chair of PKA), Jakub Brdulak (Secretary of PKA), Prof. Ariadna Strugielska (Representative of
the Chair of PKA for the European Degree), and Jolanta Urbanik (Representative of the Chair
of PKA for micro-credentials). Also present were representatives from the PKA Bureau —
Matgorzata Zdunek (acting Director of the Office), Karolina Martyniak, and Grzegorz Kotodziej,
responsible for organizing international cooperation within the Committee.

https://pka.edu.pl/2024/10/04/posiedzenie-v4qa-forum-w-biurze-pka/

https://pka.edu.pl/en/2024/10/04/v4qa-forum-hosted-by-pka/

Recent activities of agencies:

Czech Republic (NAB):

1.
2.
3.

ENQA — NAB has the status of an affiliate; CEENQA — full member.
Currently undergoing WFME accreditation process — open to exchange of experience.

External evaluation of Charles University under the new methodology completed, external
evaluation of Masaryk University ongoing.

Closely monitoring the amendment of the Higher Education Act that is currently in the
legislative process; the amendment envisions closing NAB and establishing a new national
QA agency in 2025.

Assessment process includes both institutions and programs.
Accreditation of habilitation procedures and procedures for appointing professors.

Discussion on pedagogical competences and results of the conference "How Do Students
Actually Learn at College" (March 30, 2023, Ostrava).

Teacher training event in November — Prof. Ariadna Strugielska has expressed interest in
participating.
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Hungary (MAB):

1.
2.
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11.

Full member of ENQA, registered in DEQAR.
CEENQA — full member.

The assessment process covers both institutions and programs, including pre-
accreditation (ex ante) and post-accreditation (ex post) as well as accreditation of doctoral
schools.

Underwent operational, financial, international and strategic restructuring.

Preparation for the WFME accreditation procedures.

Public and private universities are subordinate to different ministries.

New composition of the Board of Directors.

Opposition to the psychology program.

Legal provisions on micro-diplomas — willingness to pass on legal provisions on translation.

Teacher training event in November — Prof. Ariadna Strugielska has expressed interest in
participating.

Current regulations do not allow online study.

Slovakia (SAAVS):

1.

2
3.
4

ol

Full member of ENQA, registered in DEQAR.
WFME will be recognized in September 2023.
CEENQA —in the process of applying.

In March/April last year, the evaluation of all higher education institutions was started and
completed.

Conducting thematic analyzes on the development of the higher education system.

The Collegium Humanum College has still not received approval from the Slovakian
Commission to offer the psychology degree program.

The legislative process on microcredits has not yet been completed.

Participation in international projects, e.g. ENQA in SEQA ESG Il — as a speaker at various
workshops, with feedback already received from 2 agencies participating in SEQA ESG I
on staff mobility in SAAHE; Prof. Robert in QA-Fit project.

Gathering feedback from various stakeholders — reviewers, panel members and chairs,
quality assurance staff in HEls, HEI management and agency staff.

In relation to PKA, the President highlighted the uptake of work on:

1.
2.

PKA received positive reviews and decisions from ENQA, EQAR.

The National Committee on Foreign Medical Education and Accreditation (NCFMEA)
extended positive evaluations of PKA's processes.
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3.  PKA has initiated the process of recognition by the WFMEA.
4.  PKA has just signed bilateral agreements with Romanian and Ukrainian agencies.

5.  PKA has started the improvement of evaluation processes (program evaluation) and the
elaboration of a comprehensive (institutional) evaluation.

6. Moaodification of the current formula for program evaluation ex post and ex ante.

7.  Analysis of possibilities and elaboration of solutions for the so-called European approach
to meet the challenges and expectations of universities, including those arising from
participation in the European College Network.

8.  PKA will organize a Quality Forum in November this year, which will be attended by
national representatives and international guests.

Topics for discussions:

1. Cross-border evaluation.

The discussion focused on Collegium Humanum Business School (currently Business and Applied
Sciences University "Varsovia").

o MAB representatives opposed the psychology program offered in Slovakia in Hungarian
language as online studies (current regulations there do not allow online studies).

o The President of the PKA informed about ongoing prosecutorial proceedings, and charges
against the school, as well as program evaluations conducted by PKA.

o Discussed the DEQAR database in the context of exploring possibilities for updating
information about the university and its programs, considering ongoing proceedings and
results of program evaluations conducted by the Commission at the minister's request.

o It was proposed to include in the V4 memorandum a provision on strengthening mutual
information exchange between agencies. The Hungarian side will propose the appropriate
provision.

o In wider aspect all cross-border evaluation will be carried out with transparent manner
and knowledge of appropriate agencies.

2. The European Degree.

o Discussed the assumptions and ongoing discussions regarding the European Degree, also
referencing the ED-AFFICHE project.

o The European Degree should be treated as a reminder from the European Commission of
the goals of the Bologna Process, and thus should not lead to the creation of new
mechanisms and tools but rather to strengthening existing ones (e.g., incorporating the
European Approach through updated ESG).

3. Micro-credentials.

o Discussed the assumptions and ongoing discussions regarding micro-credentials,
particularly their recognition, validation, and possible accreditation methods.
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In most countries, there are still no legal frameworks regarding micro-credentials.
Regulations in this area have been introduced in Hungary, and the Hungarian agency
expressed readiness to share these with other agencies.

4. Research and Doctoral Education.

O

MAB conducts preliminary accreditation of new doctoral schools at universities and
accreditation of doctoral schools in cycles of a maximum of five years.

SAAVS issued a report summarizing the evaluation of Slovak doctoral education regarding
quality in 2023.

In Poland a separate agency has been established (KEN) for evaluation of doctoral schools.
PKA is having dialog with KEN. In case of any PKA will provide contact for agencies for
exchanging of good practices.

In the Czech Republic doctoral programmes are assessed and regularly accredited in
a similar manner to other cycles, following a separate set of standards.

5. Preliminary results of the QA-Fit Project.

O

The discussion focused on the progress in preparing for the update of the ESG and
proposed discussions to formulate key issues/positions in this area from the agencies
within the V4 Forum.

NAB underlined the need for flexibility manifested both in the ESG and their
interpretation in external reviews, while at the same time making the fundamental
requirements and expectations laid down by the ESG sufficiently clear to QA agencies.

6. CEENQA Activities.

O

O

The Slovaks informed that they applied for membership in the organization.
Its activities were introduced by Martina Vidlakovd, a former board member.

The achievements of PKA in relation to this organization (on July 17, 2024, Prof. Janusz
Uriasz participated in the CEENQA bi-monthly meeting — presentation "Good Practice: The
Path to Success and Strengthening the Position of Polish Universities").

Martina emphasized that it is a valuable forum for exchanging experiences, opinions, and
discussions among ENQA member agencies registered in EQAR and those that, for various
reasons, are not registered.

Additionally, she highlighted that CEENQA aims to develop common positions on key
issues on the QA agenda in the EHEA and expressed that these are often presented and
taken into account during discussions held within ENQA/EQAR.

Currently, Peter Levante Lakatos from the Hungarian agency serves as the treasurer of
CEENQA.

Martina Vidlakova participated in the CEENQA Staff Exchange Scheme 2024, along with
a representative from the Slovenian agency (NAKVIS), and shared her insights in this
regard.
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